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Dear Member,

7 he 1996-97 season is about to get under way, so we hope you
are all raring to go. The Opening Evening will be on Thurs-
day 5th September and will take place in the Age Concern Hall,
Digby Road, Sherborne. A fork supper will be available, but please
bring your own fork and spoon! This hall will also be the venue for
the Christmas party (10th December) and the Summer party (5th
July). All other meetings will be the Cheap Sireet Church Hall
unless otherwise notified. The committee has decided that this year
we may as well start as we mean to go on and cease to use the
clubroom before we are actually compelled to leave and to this end we intend clearing all
APS belongings out of the clubroom (see below).

4s ysual, please remember that subs are due on or before the opening night; it
redny does make life easier for the Treasurer and Membership Secretary if subs are paid
promptly. Anyone hoping to take part in a production, in any capacity, is reminded that,
for insurance reasons, you may only do so if you are a fully paid-up or life member .

The membership fee has remained the same--only £8.00 per person (young students
£1.00) for the third vear running! However, in order to increase our revenue slightly it
was decided at the AGM that we should make a mandatory charge of 50p per person (to
include coffee) for play readings and other members evenings--except for the Opening
Evening, Christmas and End of Season parties.

Ehkkkkkkkik
The club programme has now been planned. Apart from the AGM and the social eve-
nings mentioned above there are a further 11 evenings scheduled--fewer than before as
the committee felt that the large number we had last year may have contributed to the
low attendances on some occasions. Early offerings include an American Evening pre-
sented by Peter and Marilyn Hawkins on Wednesday 25th September and a rehearsed
playreading presented by Jessica Colson on Monday 14th October. If you want to know
what else is in store, come and join us on September 5th, when membership cards/ club
programmes will be issued as usual,
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Some progress has been made on the wardrobe. You may remember that a few of the
m.  valuable items were taken for sale by auction. Some of these were recently sold in
Sherborne and so far the proceeds amount to about £900. The sorting process produced
three categories--keep', 'sell’ and ‘otherwise dipose of. The latter category has now all
gone and in fact nothing was wasted as it all went to the Sue Ryder shop and will either
be distributed to those in need or recycled-- a very satisfactory outcome. During this
month other items are being sold, from the clubroom. to other local groups, hire shops
etc and at the time of writing the net proceeds of this amount to £420.

Incidentally, you will be pleased to hear that, in view of their sterling work on the
wardrobe and long service to The Players, Pam Richardson and Mary Micklewright have
been offered Life Membership. They have both written to express their delight and
thanks,

The 'keep' category of the wardrobe, together with everything else that belongs to
APS is to be moved to a room in the Castle stables, very close to the room we currently
use for storing and working on scenery. The move will take place as soon as a date can
be arranged, and you will be notified via the telephone grapevine system. The task will be
made much easier if we have a lot of help, so Chairman Jakki is asking everyone who can
attend on the day to do so. There is a great deal of stuff to move, all of which has to be
carried down the stairs, loaded into cars, ferried to the stables, unloaded, carried upstairs
and stored. We can do it in one day if plenty of people turn up. We need a team of peo-
ple at each end and people with cars to ferry. So, please, please come and help if you
possibly can.
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Dates for vour diaries

Thursday September 5th

Opening Evening

Age Concern Hall, Dighy Road. Fork supper,
please bring vour own fork and spoon

Wednesday 25th September

An American evening

presented by Peter and Marilyn Hawkins
Cheap Street Church Hall

Monday 14th October

A rehearsed playreading
presented by Jessica Colson
Cheap Street Church Hatl



Eve Snell

Folke House

Nether Compton

T!HE’ DIRECTORS

Afmme af this year's Newsletters is to

be a series of short articles by five dif-
ferent Directors. The idea is to give the
rest of us some insight into how a'fﬁ%r-

ent directors work and how they see the

role of director, thus perhaps encourag-
ing us fo fry our hand. This month's of-
Jering contains some practical fips and

encouragement from  owr  Chairman,
whase directing debut was Pity About
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My Firsthttempl

qunﬁﬁeﬁﬁzrﬂim;ob,aalhwwun!ypm-
duced one play (with no editing—it was-
n't allowed) and was nof due to being
asked but because, as usual, I opened my
big mouth! '

Thebmmyfuwwlaﬁmm-

duction, T feel sure, is with ‘8 one-act
play. Small cast. . set. Limited
pmpsundmstmnm Ohf And dﬂn‘t for-

get the ighting.

Having m&thm@ﬂmmpw.
you will have envisaged what you wanl
to achieve and the type of characters you

want to convey in your interpretation.
First: {samhu@ldtdn& find out un-

ﬁ!aﬂuﬂwnﬂw}ﬂnpdmmthe-

ﬁcnptmafulﬂﬂnﬂﬂlﬂvadmthadean_

Msh@ulufpmmwhﬁmmﬂﬂdt-
rections and ﬂkﬂﬂ!ﬂm This way you

avoid an iﬂegihle mwl all_over your

copy!
Nmnnrmngeﬁlemusac(mtmandﬁ-

‘nale, plus any incidental music required)

and lighting. Most scripts have lighting

piotsarﬂmbank.bm:hmmgmumd-_
some adjustment to suif your own needs.

Your lighting and sound technicians are in-

Back stage: 1 didn't need any extra

people, as my trusty cast helped. But obvi-
~ oushy, a@n,thabnckxmgemmam
part of the team that needs fo be recruited

at an early stage, along with someone 10
deal with costumes, ‘and such people as

‘scenery erectors and painters.

~ For my first attempt, 1 was exceedingly’
 lucky to have the strong, quiet and knowil-
‘edgeable Eve Snell, a very able, profes-

sional producer, to guide me,
My cast (this gives me my opportunity)

‘were great We talked about the produc-
.'mdmum&wmmmrmﬂmn-

uhuut. n:md them and discarded as

Sherborne

‘valuable members of your team. Give them
_plﬁmyufwmﬂwﬁﬂnwduagmd
As most of you know, Imaﬁtt}w—' Pmi“' '_.?#Wtﬂmpmm:pm-
“and need to be acquired ASAP to enable
* the cast to become familiar with them.

This season's Autumn production, as you all now know (if you don't please report the
fact, as it means that the Grapevine system has not worked properly!) is Arthur Pinero's
Trelawny of the Wells, which Jennie Harvey-Hull is directing. Auditions were held in July
and Jennie would like to thank everyone who came. The play has now been cast, except
{at the time of writing) for the part of Arthur (Rose Trelawny's fiancée) and a few small
‘actor’ parts in the last act. Production week begins on Saturday 23rd November, with
performances in the Digby Hall at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday 28th, Friday 25th and Saturday
30th November. T have not yet been informed whether or not there will be a Matinée per-
formance on the Saturday. A full list of the cast of 23 will appear in the next Newsletter.
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The Spring production in April will consist of three one-act plays by John Mortimer. The
committee is currently reading plays before deciding which ones to put on. Three differ-
ent directors will be involved, Jessica Colson and Stuart McCreadie will direct two of the
plays and we are seeking a volunteer to direct the third one; so here's your chance!
Nearer the time one of the plays will be chosen to go into the Dorset Drama League Fes-

tival in March,
FEFRFEEEEE

Do you have a hankering to be Front of House Manager, Wardrobe mistress/master.
Stage Manager or Lighting/Sound Technician but are never asked? A list of the things
people that people have expressed a wish/willingness to do--acting, directing, stage man-
agement, front of house, etc, has now been added to the membership database on the
Membership Secretary's computer, with the aim of helping future directors find the peo-
ple they need. The list has been prepared using the 1995 survey and (in the cases where
surveys were not received back) members original application forms. However, people
change and ambitions grow (or recede). So if there is anything that you would like to be
asked to do and never seem 1o get the chance (or something that people ask you to do

and you wish they wouldn't!), do let the Membership Secretary know
ML

Dorset

necessary. We were nﬂmhm:[ and every-

ane contributed, if somebody felt uncom-

fortable, they said so and we tried to alter
lt 4 SR il b T
"1 was very aware that | had a team of
highly qualified actors/actresses and that 1
was as green as grass as a director, but as

“an actress aware that there could be difi-

culties. To this end | think tact, under-

standing.  discussion and compromise is

mmr' al to achieve: a happy and workable
a must for a first class per-

.Earmahca,vduchrtwaulﬂq:-penrthﬁtm

achieved.
Ithhbemm&ﬂn&&mtmputun
more rehearsed one act plays at club
mgl'ﬂsithmktmsmugman&eﬂugﬂm
%hjﬂhﬂtﬁhﬁﬂéﬂﬁ?ﬂh’ﬁd “and; mole i
portanily, to gel a selection of possible

‘ Dorset Drama League plays chosen carfier,
-whnhmuidavméalammnutemsh_;m-

before our Spring production.
1 thoroughly enjoved my work, but

“must emphasize to those 'thinking about it'-

~take the plurige. Yes, I'worried about it all
the time, but we're not asking you to enter

'amupeuﬁan'ﬁmmmmﬂnus,mny-

yourself and gain confidence and satisfac-
tion from achieving
“There will always be somebody more
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 Jakki Gregory

STOP PRESS

News just in from the Rose Bowl
Award

Members will be delighted to learn
that Jill Hudson has received a nomi-
nation for Best Actress for her per-
formance as Emily Brent in And
Then There Were None, We wish her
the best of luck when the awards are
finally announced.




